Official and Unofficial Diplomatists
only a stone. Consequently the newspaper writers who must have early information about foreign affairs or write as if they had it, do not like us as well as, if we managed a little better, they might/' Here Currie's address, tact and insight into journalistic human nature proved invaluable. He seemed superficially the most communicative of men, but never told a State secret. His successor's, Lord Sanderson's peerage, formed a fit reward for the long and industrious career during which that official had successively scaled the whole length of the Foreign Office ladder ; the last rung was reached when, on Currie's going to Constantinople, Lord Sanderson naturally stepped into the vacant place. The chief change since then witnessed in the Secretariate has been the selection of the former ambassador at St Petersburg, Sir Charles Hardinge, as Lord Sanderson's successor. Of that appointment it may be noticed that it united the whole Foreign Office Staff and diplomatic body in its praise.
The amalgamation of the Foreign Office and diplomacy, illustrated or implied in several of the instances already given, was carried out in 1891, under the recommendation of the Royal Commission of 1890. To the category of Whitehall officials successfully converted into foreign diplomatists belonged also Sir Michael Henry Herbert, Sidney Herbert's son, the thirteenth Earl of Pembroke's brother, who eventually reaching our Washington Embassy, so completely won the affection of the occupant of the White House, that President Roosevelt unconsciously fell into the habit of addressing him by his pet name of " Mungo." To these names should be added our present minister at Brussels, Sir Arthur Hardinge, originally trans-
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